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some measure be attributed the grave and ceremonious regard
that is observed amongst them, and exceeding few squabbles
that happen, for they seem to be naturally a timorous people
and more inclined to secret revenge than publick resentment.
Yet if carousing was practised as elsewhere, we may reason-
ably suppose that rude, contentious, and noisy wranglings
would be equally the effects; which I believe but rarely occurs,
because I do not remember any in the whole journey. These
people endure hardships with the least apparent concern or
manifestation of fatigue of any perhaps in the universe; they
are no more sensible of heat than if they were natives of the
sun, and breathe the dusty medium free as the purest air;
the forlorn waste that strikes a melancholy upon the minds
of others affords to them delight beyond the gayest scenes,
and it is certain that in all respects the Divine goodness
seems in pity to have adapted their minds and bodies
seemingly to their situation, as what appears to any besides
a wretched condition is enjoyed by them with satisfaction.
They are excessively fond of money, and it may reasonably
be supposed have great sums amongst them, their income
being considerable from the produce particularly of camels
and dates about Bassora; of which former came last year for
sale to Aleppo eleven thousand, and of the latter, besides
home and inland consumption, a considerable number of
embarkation [sic] are yearly loaded therewith. And moreover
their cattle and labour are no small articles of profit, and
except by the extortions of the Turks, but little of these gains
is returned. For as to apparel, the poor are content with a
coarse manufactory of their own, and the richer are far from
being extravagant, either in dress or any other ornament;
and for food they are beholden to none but Providence and
their industry, their delicacies being few, and what we deem
luxury is in any shape a stranger to the desart inhabitants of
the borders; whereof [wherefore?] with what view or whence
proceeds so anxious a desire in them for wealth seems hard
to determine, but we are to consider that the Arabs, like
other people, covet ease and security, and moreover are fond
of power and rising above the multitude, nothing of which